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Honors Civics and Economics Syllabus

Course Description

American History: The Founding Principles, Civics and Economics has been developed as a course that provides a framework for understanding the basic tenets of American democracy, practices of American government as established by the United States Constitution, basic concepts of American politics and citizenship and concepts in macro and micro economics and personal finance. 

The essential standards of this course are organized under three strands – Civics and Government, Personal Financial Literacy and Economics. The Civics and Government strand is framed to develop students’ increased understanding of the institutions of constitutional democracy and the fundamental principles and values upon which they are founded, the skills necessary to participate as effective and responsible citizens and the knowledge of how to use democratic procedures for making decisions and managing conflict. 

The Economic and Personal Financial Literacy strands are framed to provide students with an understanding of the role economic factors play in making economic decisions, the ability to reason logically about key economic issues and the knowledge and skills needed to manage personal financial resources effectively for lifetime financial security. 

Taken together, these three strands should help to prepare students to become responsible and effective citizens in an interdependent world.

The essential standards and clarifying objectives of this course build on the civic and economic strands taught in grades kindergarten through eight and align with the National Standards for Civics and Government, the National Standards for Economics and the National Standards of Personal Financial Literacy. The standards of this course seek to address key provisions in North Carolina Public School Law G.S. 115C-81 that call for all students to learn about the governments of the United States and North Carolina, the free enterprise system and the manner in which it is actually practice. Additionally, this course seeks to address the Session Law 2005-276, Section 7.59 amendment to G.S. 115C-81 that requires public schools to provide instruction in personal financial literacy for all high school students and the North Carolina State Board of Education’s decision that personal financial literacy standards be integrated into the American History: The Founding Principles, Civics and Economics course. Finally, this course has been aligned to the requirements of Session Law 2011-273 House Bill 588 The Founding Principles Act.

The essential standards for American History: The Founding Principles, Civics and Economics have been written conceptually and identify the most critical knowledge and skills that students need to learn in this course. 

Standards: At the end of this course, you will be able to understand the following standards:
CE.C&G.1 - Analyze the foundations and development of American government in terms of principles and values.

CE.C&G.2 - Analyze government systems within the United States in terms of their structure, function and relationships.

CE.C&G.3 - Analyze the legal system within the United States in terms of the development, execution and protection of citizenship rights at all levels

of government.

CE.C&G.4 - Understand how democracy depends upon the active participation of citizens.

CE.C&G.5 - Analyze how political and legal systems within and outside of the United States provide a means to balance competing interests and

resolve conflicts.

CE.PFL.1 - Analyze the concepts and factors that enable individuals to make informed financial decisions for effective resource planning.

CE.PFL.2 - Understand how risk management strategies empower and protect consumers.

CE.E.1 - Understand economies, markets and the role economic factors play in making economic decisions.

CE.E.2 - Understand factors of economic interdependence and their impact on nations.

For an indepth explanation for each standard please visit:

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/acre/standards/new-standards/social-studies/civics.pdf
Needs and Resources

Required Materials

To successfully complete this course, you will need :
3-Ring Binder (1-2 inch)
Loose-leaf paper

Writing tools (pencils/pens)

Charged school issued laptop
Online Resources

· Achieve 3000
· iCivics

· Everfi
· Oyez
· Smore

· Piktochart

· theSkimm

· CNN Student News

Course Outline and Pacing Guide

Unit 1 Coming to America

Citizenship, Duties, Responsiblities and Rights
Civics Today Book Chapters 1 and 5

Timeline: Regular Semester Schedule 5 Days

Unit 2 Building of America 

Colonies to Shays’ Rebellion

Civics Today Book Chapter 2

Timeline: Regular Semester Schedule 6 Days

Unit 3 The Right Stuff

Constitutional Convention to Amendments

Civics Today Book Chapter 3 and 4

Timeline: Regular Semester Schedule 9 Days

Unit 4 Three’s Company

The Branches of Government

Civics Today Book Chapters 6-8

Timeline: Regular Semester Schedule 15 Days

Unit 5 Vote Early, Vote Often

Voting, Elections and Campaigning

Civics Today Book Chapters 9-11

Timeline: Regular Semester Schedule 8 Days

Unit 6 Going to Carolina in My Mind

State and Local Government

Civics Today Book Chapters 12-14

Timeline: Regular Semester Schedule 5 Days

Unit 7 Criminal Minds

Criminal and Civil Law

Civics Today Book Chapters 15 and 16

Timeline: Regular Semester Schedule 5 Days

Unit 8 Show Me the Money

Personal Finance

Civics Today Book Chapter 20

Timeline: Regular Semester Schedule 6 Days

Unit 9 Economics 101

Basic Economics

Civics Today Book Chapters 18, 19, 21-25

Timeline: Regular Semester Schedule 17 Days

Unit 10 Money Around the World

Types of Economies and Trade

Civics Today Book Chapters 26 and 27

Timeline: Regular Semester Schedule 4 Days

5 Days for Review 

Policies and Procedures

General Rules:

· NO CELL PHONES or personal electronic devices without permission

· Be Respectful

· Be Prepared

· No Food or Drink

· Participate

· No Profanity

· NO CHEATING!

Grading Policies:

All classwork/assignments, quizzes, tests and projects will be turned in via Schoology on the due date listed. Late work will not be accepted in this class with the exception of an absence on the due date. The student will be expected to turn in the work once they return to school after the absence.
Remediation available:


Mondays and Wednesdays after school. Students MUST report to remediation sites within 5 MINUTES of last bell. Students will be required to sign-in and out from remediation site. Appointments can be on an individual basis if necessary.

Movies:
The following movies may or may not be used during this course.  Your signature gives your child permission to view them as part of class instruction.

America: The Story of US
42


Iron Jawed Angels
Freedom Riders

The Butler

School House Rock

Freedom Writers
Broke
GRADING SCALE AND POLICIES


Grading Scale:

	A: 90-100

B: 80-89

C: 70-79

D: 60-69
	Classwork: 40%
Quiz: 10%
Test: 25%
Project: 25%



CONTACT INFORMATION


adkinslj@rss.k12.nc.us

(704) 636-4420 ext. 751

Student Signature: _____________________________________ Date: ______

Parent Signature:   _____________________________________ Date: ______

